CALIFORNIAN SUMMER

newspapers and recalling their children from games of hide-
and-seek in the theatre gangways. The dramas performed
were period classics accompanied by an orchestra seated on
the stage. One dressing-room at least was fully visible
through a doorway, and here sat the leading actor looking
into his mirror at the audience in front and finishing his
make-up as he awaited his entry. On receiving his cue he
rose, threw off a dressing-gown, stalked on to the stage, and
began to act forthwith. The properties were conventional
in the Chinese taste, a couple of chairs serving for the banks
of a river and so forth ; but a "Western elaboration of scenic
background was noticeable here and there. When one of
the painted flats toppled it was supported by members of
the company, still acting their parts, until property men
came on to put it up again. The appearance of a beauty
chorus in diaphanous skirts made the young Chinese males
of the audience lay aside their evening papers and baseball
forecasts to pay attention. At midnight this entertainment,
which had begun about seven o'clock, was always briskly
proceeding. I was never able to follow the plot of the play,
and the acting was rarely distinguished ; but the pattern of
the stage in relation to the audience had an enduring charm.
I gathered from San Francisco citizens that the plays of the
Chinese theatre were regarded as the proceedings of so
many children ; which in fact they may have been. Only
very tiresome folk will praise Orientalism for its own
Oriental sake, or the Chinese stage for its chinoiserie.
After one or two excursions down the peninsula, where
friends owning vineyards produced the table vintages of
California, my stay ended with a visit to the national park
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